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Dynamic, well researched, and written expressively for readers who will be trying to make a living in

2006, Robots offer much-needed information in an upbeat, visually exciting way. Readers will meet

robotics engineers and gain an understanding of the "robot revolution," how robots move, and how

their movements are controlled. 56 full-color photographs.
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An up-to-the-minute look at what robots can and cannot (yet) do, accompanied by intriguing,

well-chosen full-color photographs. The idea of mechanical beings may be an old one, but, as

Skurzynski shows, it was the computer revolution of the '60s and '70s that really fired up the study

of robotics. It is the quality of being programmable that separates true robots from teleoperated

devices that can perform eye surgery or handle radioactive materials, but only under a human

being's direct control. Skurzynski discusses both in a clear, nontechnical way; peeks into the future;

and closes with the message that, so far at least, robots are smart but not sentient. The author gives

bare notice to film robots, and Isaac Asimov is mentioned only in a list of robotic milestones (he

coined the word robotics ). There is no bibliography or list of other information sources (as well as

no glossary); the frequently updated Museum of Science and Industry Basic List of Children's

Science Books (ALA) is a good place to locate supplementary materials. This is readable, visually

attractive, but incomplete. --John Peters, New York Public LibraryCopyright 1990 Reed Business

Information, Inc.
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